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«Childhood and Public Space» offers  
a series of perspectives and experien-
ces on actual childhood-space sce-
narios in the city. An encounter with 
urban-design practice, educational 
experience and artistic methods are 
key aspects of this hands-on appro-
ach. It will be a forum allowing di-
alogue between international pro-
fessionals from germany, France, 
Denmark, Austria, Belgium, Italy, 
Spain, Catalonia, and Brazil, taking 
the form of discussions that articula-
te the whole range of the topic under 
study, moderated through round-
table talks and workshops. There 
will also be workshops that take us 
to actual spaces in Barcelona, sur-
roundings that we can study with an 
ethnographic and play-oriented pers-
pective, as well as taking part in a 
symbolic action in one of Barcelona’s 
public city squares.



The aim of the conference is 
to contemplate the city in re-
lation to the culture of child-
hood, and as a social, material 
and cultural space.

Experts from diverse fields, 
including architecture, urban 
design, pedagogy, the arts and 
social sciences, have been invi-
ted to take a fresh look at the 
spaces of childhood.

The conference is an oppor-
tunity to float ideas about the 
ways in which to understand 
our profession with regard to 
childhood, as well as seeking 
new ways of putting those 
ideas into action, and foste-
ring effective cooperation bet-
ween experts, professionals, 
institutions and educational 
communities, as well as bet-
ween professionals and chil-
dren themselves.

For children, the city repre-
sents a set of formal and in-
formal spaces that shape and 
make possible their relations-
hip with the world. They are the 
places where they encounter 
the other, where they accrue 
discoveries, where they learn, 
play and experience culture.

The importance of the re-
lationship between childhood 
and spaces is rooted in the 

multiple ways in which child-
hood can be constructed in a 
range of times and spaces. It 
is by accessing and negotia-
ting different types of spaces 
that childhood makes, and re-
makes, its identity. 

Access to public spaces in 
the city, the street, the neigh-
bourhood, and play areas, 
enables children to experien-
ce the nature of momentary, 
but nevertheless significant, 
relations, as well as a sense 
of community and collecti-
vity. Public space is a terrain 
for trial and error in the pro-
cess of socialization. From ac-
cess to learning and to cultu-
ral spaces, childhood actively 
participates in the social life 
of our cities.  

The city is also an expres-
sion of new paradigms and 
values: participative culture, 
the worth of creativity and of 
artistic activity in the learning 
process, as well as the impor-
tance of quality free time. A 
city that sees itself as ever 
more porous, where the sepa-
ration between times for lear-
ning, leisure and culture are 
ever more blurred, and which 
are understood as interdepen-
dent spaces in constant dialo-

PRESENTATIoN
gue, one with another.

Families, professionals of di-
fferent callings, and educatio-
nal and cultural communities 
all acknowledge the need to 
reconsider the spaces of chil-
dhood. They should be places 
where children can carry out 
their activity to the utmost, 
according to their own ins-
tincts, developing and building 
spaces they can call their own.

«Childhood and public spa-
ces» is an invitation to reflect 
on how to bolster the presence 
of childhood in the social life 
of our cities:

- Training how we look at chil-
dhood to reveal the complexity 
of its actions

- Approaching the ways in 
which childhood must cons-
truct its relations with its su-
rroundings

- Revealing its performative 
nature, its ‘ways of doing’

- What to bear in mind when 
planning, designing concep-
tualizing and sharing spaces 
for and with children

- What collaborations, proces-
ses and dynamics can aid a 
culture of childhood.

PRESENTATIoN
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8.45h Arrival of delegates

9.00h Welcome address:
  Irene Balaguer, Rosa Sensat 
Teachers' Association.
  Maria Muñoz Duyos,  
Urbanitas Berlin–Barcelona.

9.15h – 11h  
THREE PERSPECTIVES 

Areas and territories  
of childhood: prepositions,  
prefiguring, presentiments 
with Clara Eslava.

Education as a force  
in renewing our world  
with Nancy Vansieleghem.

Childhood, the forgotten  
city of the 21st Century?  
with Pascale Legué. 

11h–11.30h Coffee break

11.30h–13.30h PARALLEL 
RoUND-TABLE DISCUSSIoNS

Table 1 Settings where childhood 
takes place: 

The child, the city, and the 
power of play with Liane Lefaivre. 

Poetic ways of inhabiting, 
and observing, childhood spa-
ces with Alfredo Hoyuelos. 

The Palle Nielson project:  
a children's space for adventu-

re inside the museum with Lars 
Bang Larsen.

Table 2 Ways of appropriating 
public space: 

Mobilities: the practice and 
experience of moving in the 
everyday life of children with 
Susana Cortes Morales. 

The square: the meeting 
place with Claus Jensen. 

Childhood and the city with 
Pascale Legué. 

Childhood, city and image with 
Maria Carmen Silveira Barbosa.

Table 3 Pedagogy and artistic 
methods: 

Aushecken: the programme 
for children and young people 
at Kassel, Documenta 13 with 
Claudia Hummel. 

Philosophy with Cambodian 
children as an excercise in parr-
hesia with Nancy Vansieleghem. 

The role of art in school  
and its link with public spaces 
with Mara Davoli. 

Bringing research closer to 
childhood with Rosina Malagrida.
 
Table 4 Participative processes: 

The essential nature of parti-
cipation in childhood to create 
and innovate with César Muñoz.

Pedagogic scenarios  
with Bia Goulart. 

PRo gR Am
SK8 + U: Participative design 

for a play space with David 
Juarez de Straddle3. 

open Roullote 45: Venue  
infrastructure for  a school 
bursting at the seams with  
Mariló Fernández and Francisco 
Rubio, LaFundició. 

Factoria Piedra Buena,  
nomadic laboratory of auto-
construction with Les Salonniè-
res, Pau Faus and a77.

13h – 14.30h Lunch break

14.30h – 17h  
PARALLEL WoRKSHoPS

Workshop 1 Design for child-
hood? Moderator: Pedro Pineda 
Maker Lab Barcelona.

Workshop 2 Urban drift: Play 
as a tool of appropriation  
of public spaces. Moderator: 
Clara Nubiola and Pau Faus.

Workshop 3 The school as 
context? Generating ideas 
to rethink the school from 
the perspective of artistic 
methods. Moderator: Urbani-
tas Berlin–Barcelona.

Workshop 4 The Germanetes 
project in the Eixample dis-
trict. Generating ideas for the 

creation of strategies to acti-
vate participation in childhood  
Moderator: Repensant Cruïlles 
and ID: IDENSITAT.

Workshop 5 Bellvitge. A visit to 
the neighbourhood of Bellvitge, 
and a meeting with local chil-
dren. Moderator: LaFundició.

Workshop 6 Presentation and 
organization of Sunday's in-
tervention in public space, 
to be held in La Plaça Nova, 
Barcelona's old City . Modera-
tor: Students of the UPC-CCCB.

17.30h – 19h Final Conclusions

SUNDAy JUly 7

11h – 13h
An intervention in public spa-
ce occupying the Plaça Nova, 
Barcelona's old City.  
The action will take place in 
the public square, organized 
by UPC-CCCB students com-
pleting their masters in Design. 
There will be a chance to visit  
an exhibition of students' 
work at the nearby Architects'  
College of Catalonia.

*To read more about activities 
click on them.



ThREE PERSPECTIvES
A cross-sectional take on childhood spaces, both actual and 
conceptual. Childhood and its spaces as a vital birthright; Edu-
cation understood as a means of constructing  an individual 
space around one's life; Relating childhood with the actual spa-
ces of the city.

Areas and territories of childhood: prepositions, prefiguring, 
presentiments with Clara Eslava. Architect. Professor of Aesthe-
tics and History of Design of the Universidad Antonio de Nebrija, 
Madrid, Spain.

Education as a force in renewing our world with Nancy Vansieleg-
hem. Education director of LUCA School of arts, Belgium.

Childhood, the forgotten city of the 21st Century? with Pascale 
Legué. Doctor of Anthropology and Urban Studies, Muséum Na-
tional d'Histoire Naturelle, Paris, France.

RoUND-TABlE DISCUSSIoNS
Table 1 Settings where childhood takes place
A cross-sectional look at the material and environmental as-
pects of production and design of spaces. What can we retrieve 
from the history of designing spaces, when play was understood 
as an urban phenomenon? How do we approach the creation 
of spaces by observing the dynamics of childhood itself? Palle 
Nielson's children's exclusive play space inside Stockholm's Mu-
seum of Modern Art. What value does  this project offer us?

The child, the city, and the power of play with Liane Lefaivre. 
Architectural theorist and Professor of History and Theory at the 
University of Applied Arts, Vienna, Austria.

Poetic ways of inhabiting, and observing, childhood spaces 
with Alfredo Hoyuelos. Doctor of Philosophy and Science of Edu-
cation. Professor in the department of Psychology and Pedagogy 
at the Universidad Pública, Navarra, Spain.

The Palle Nielson project: a children's space for adventure in-
side the museum with Lars Bang Larsen. Art Historian, University 
of Copenhagen, Denmark. 

Table 2 Ways of appropriating public space
What does childhood look like in our city's urban spaces? What 
do they tell us in terms of movement around them, their rela-
tionship with the surroundings, action, and the occurrence of 
informal, spontaneous play? How do urban and social factors 
construct childhood?

Mobilities: the practice and experience of moving in the 
everyday life of children with Susana Cortes Morales. Doctor in 
the Institute of Education, University of Warwick, UK.

The square: the meeting place with Claves Jensen. Educatio-
nalist, Aarhus, Denmark.

Childhood and the city with Pascale Legué. Doctor of Anthro-
pology and Urban Studies, Muséum National d'Histoire Naturelle, 
Paris, France.

Childhood, city and image with Maria Carmen Silveira Barbosa. 
Professor at the Universidad Federal de Rio Grande do Sul, Brasil.



Table 3 Pedagogy and artistic methods
How can artistic methods establish new links between childhood 
and its surroundings, its contexts, and its spaces of learning and 
knowledge? How can they give rise to new formats, new means 
of mediating and producing content from childhood onwards?

Aushecken: the programme for children and young people 
at Kassel, Documenta 13 with Claudia Hummel. Director of Edu-
cation, Berlin University of the Arts, Germany.

Philosophy with Cambodian children as an excercise in par-
hhesia with Nancy Vansieleghem. Education director of LUCA 
School of arts, Belgium.

The role of art in school and its link with public spaces with 
Mara Davoli. “Tallerista” in schools of Reggio Emilia.

Bringing research closer to childhood with Rosina Malagrida. 
Head of communication en the Instituto de Investigación del Sida 
(Institute of AIDS investigation) IrsiCaixa, Barcelona.

Table 4 Participative processes
Notes towards collaborating in the design of spaces and play 
equipment. What impact do these shared creative processes em-
ployed in the transformation of spaces have on the creation of 
sociability and a collective spirit within childhood? 

The essential nature of participation in childhood to create 
and innovate with César Muñoz Jiménez. International consul-
tant on childhood, young people and citizens' participation, Bar-
celona, Spain.

Pedagogic scenarios with Bia Goulart. Architect. Sao Paulo, 
Brazil.

SK8+U : Participative design for a play space with David Jua-
rez, Straddle3, Barcelona. 

open Roullote 45 : Venue infrastructure for a school bursting 
at the seams with Mariló Fernández and Francisco Rubio, La-
Fundició, Barcelona.

Factoria Piedra Buena nomadic laboratory of autoconstruction 
with Les Salonnières, Pau Faus and a77, Barcelona/Buenos Aires.

WoRkShoPS
Workshop 1 Design for Childhood?
Moderator: Pedro Pineda Mekar Lab Barcelona

Starting with a presentation of specific scenarios in the city, we 
aim to produce a range of visions, schemes and instantaneous 
ideas that would ease, or make possible, the presence of chil-
dhood in public spaces. our aim is to strengthen the ties bet-
ween school spaces and those of the wider city, as well as bet-
ween arts centres, the street, and the school.

We will display several projects, prototypes of schemes already 
carried out in other cities, to spark ideas as to how spaces can be 
connected through design and creating a simple, but subtle solu-
tions. The idea is to reinterpret and re-activate these core ideas, 
always with childhood as the main focus.

Workshop 2 Urban drift: play as a tool in appropriating spaces. 
Moderator: Clara Nubiola and Pau Faus

The growing number of safety measures linked to everything re-
lated to childhood, as well as the burgeoning regularization of 
the use of public spaces, are considerably limiting the creation 
of play spaces in cities like Barcelona. Even so, these play res-
trictions are often ignored and many public spaces intended for 
other (or no) uses are quickly transformed into football pitches.

Dance areas or skate parks are other examples. In this work-
shop we reflect on this type of appropriation (or reinterpreta-
tion) of public space. We show a range of studies carried out on 
this topic, as well as visiting areas in and around the city so as 
to imagine, collectively and freely, the play potential that they 
could offer. 

RoUND-TABlE DISCUSSIoNS



Workshop 3 School as context? Generating ideas to rethink 
school from an artistic perspective. 
Moderator Urbanitas Berlin-Barcelona

Claudia Hummel, professor of Art in Context at the University of 
the Arts, Berlin (UDK), presents KontextSchule, a training pro-
gramme for artists and educators.

KontextSchule is an initiative of the association of Kunst im 
Kontext (Art in Context). It is a training programme that offers a 
series of strategies and tactics so that artists and teachers can 
together develop artistic projects in schools, as a means of con-
ceptualizing school in relation to its contexts.

The aim of this workshop is to learn about the program-
me, and its implementation in Berlin, at first hand from Clau-
dia Hummel, as well as to contrast and reveal similar experien-
ces applied to our own situations. The workshop will generate 
ideas to imagine similar strategies, devised in the spirit of a trai-
ning programme like KontextSchule. It will also consider possible 
channels through which such an approach can begin. 

Workshop 4 The Germanetes Project in Barcelona's Eixample 
neighbourhood. Generating ideas for strategies to activate  
childhood participation. 
Moderator Recreant Cruïlles and ID:IDENSITAT

The collective Recreant Cruïlles is working to open up an empty 
plot at Hermanitas during the period that it is awaiting develo-
pment. The collective's thinking is based on the idea that empty 
spaces in a a neighbourhood are a waste of resources and that it 
should be the neighbourhood itself that uses and manages it. To 
bring about these demands the group have encouraged the par-
ticipation of local residents and residents' associations to build 
up a project to administer and create a new space on the site. 

Workshop 5 Bellvitge:  
a visit to the neighbourhood and its children.
Moderator LaFundició

Bellvitge is a neighbourhood of Hospitalet, a city near Barcelo-
na, built in the 1960s to house the surge in emigrant labour from 
other parts of Spain. Its urban qualities are very characteristic of 
dormitory cities, and an ongoing struggle by its residents for ser-
vices and public spaces has turned it into a pleasant place to live.

For several months LaFundició has been building up dialo-
gue with the neighbourhood's children, exploring, surveying 
and analyzing the territory, using their knowledge, tactics  
and strategies. 

Workshop 6 Presentation of proposals created by the students in 
Masters of Design and production of spaces of the UPC and the 
CCCB, under the heading: Childhood and public space.

The aim of the workshop is to get to know the projects created by 
the Matsers students, as well as to witness the action organized 
on the Sunday of the conference for appropriating the Placa No-
va of Barcelona's old City. Those taking part in the workshop are 
invited to take part in Sunday's action, joining in the whole pro-
cess up to the moment when it is carried out.

WoRkShoPSWoRkShoPS
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